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Bruce 0. Yommer House

Jennings

Private

This two-story vertical-plank farmhouse faces west on the side
of a hill. The cellar is exposed along the west side or facade.
The three-bay wide by two bay deep structure includes a one-bay-
deep gabled ell along the rear. Shed-roofed porches cover the
facade of the main block, and shelter entrances on the north and
south sides of the addition. Bruce 0. Yommer has lived in this
house for all of his 62 years. During this time the house has
changed very little.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story vertical-plank farmhouse faces west on the side of
a hill. The cellar is exposed along the west side or facade. The three-
bay wide by two bay deep structure includes a one~day-deep gabled ell
along the rear. Shed-roofed porches cover the facade of the main block,
and shelter entrances on the north and south sides of the additiom.

The facade's entrance is located slightly north of center. 3/1
windows light the house. Plain flat boards capped by a prominent drip
molding frame the openings. The house stands on a stone foundation.
Insul-brick sheathes the walls. An exterior brick stove~flue chimmey
heats either gable end.

The front porch has been enclosed by concrete block at the cellar
level. The porch posts are chamfered.

The first floor plan consists of a central boxed stair flanked by
a room to either side. On the second floor, a central hall opens into
two rooms above either first floor room.

The first floor's north room serves as a kitchen. A fine storage
cupboard is built into the northwest corner. Two long, glazed, eight-
pane doors are located above two short single-panel doors.

The cellar is whitewashed. Here log joists, hewn on two sides, are
visible.

The main house is constructed of vertical planks covered by tongue
and groove horizontal boards nailed to.the interior. The vertical planks
forming the walls are visible in the attic. Interior walls are board
partitions. Exposed joists, with no apparent paint or whitewash, are
smoke—darkened.

The interior of this house, including the furnishings, has been
altered very little.

A small frame barn on a stone foundation is located west of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bruce 0. Yommer has lived in this house for all of his 62 years.
During this time the house has changed very little. Mr. Yommer's parents
owned the house before him. He believes a man named Bender built the house.

The building's exposed joists and board walls are rare survivors,
showing the original interior appearance of a plank house. Changes such
as plastered ceilings and plastered, papered, or pamelled walls usua 11y
obscure the original features of such houses. It is the natural evolution
of plank houses to receive additional layers of materials, on both the
interior and exterior as the owner's fortunes permit
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